ASCC Themes Subcommittee I
Approved Minutes
Thursday, October 9th, 2025	        						Haggerty Hall 255
Attendees: Andridge, Daly, Lower, Nagar, Ottesen, Patson, Rehbeck, Steele, Tuxbury-Gleissner, Vankeerbergen 
Agenda
1) Approval of 9-25-25 minutes
a) Rehbeck, Patson; unanimously approved.

2) Entomology 3600 (new course requesting GEN Theme Lived Environments) (tabled from last time)
a) The Subcommittee notes and appreciates the focus on human and insect interaction in the course description (curriculum.osu.edu under “General Information” and syllabus, pp. 1-2).  However, they believe that the course schedule (syllabus p. 15) does not explicitly reflect this focus, instead centering on insect biology, environments, and ecosystems.  The Subcommittee asks that the department augment the course schedule to better demonstrate the focus on human and insect interaction and more effectively engage with ELOs 3.1-4.3. 
b) The Subcommittee asks that the department augment the course’s assessments (and the references to these assessments on the GEN Submission Form) to better reflect ELOs 3.1-4.3.  They note that many of the explanations about how the course meets these ELOs on the GEN Submission Form are focused on the course content and in-class activities, rather than how students will demonstrate mastery of the ELOs in an assessable manner.  On a related note, they ask that the assessments reflect a more “advanced, in-depth, and scholarly exploration”; the Subcommittee believes that multiple choice and short answer questions are often unable to effectively assess the ELOs in an advanced course.
c) The Subcommittee asks that the department incorporate into the course schedule opportunities for students to demonstrate their “developing sense of self as a learner” (ELO 2.2) in an assessable manner.  While the Subcommittee notes and appreciates the presence of in-class self-assessment for class participation, this ELO is focused on students’ awareness of their own learning and reflection on/analysis of the ways that their thinking has changed over the duration of the course.  While the Subcommittee acknowledges that there are many methods for assessing this ELO, they offer the friendly suggestion that asking students to complete a graded reflection on course topics at the beginning, mid-point, and end of the semester can be a simple and effective way to meet this ELO. 
d) [bookmark: _Hlk163931306][bookmark: _Hlk148978700][bookmark: _Hlk149059041][bookmark: _Hlk177759372]The Subcommittee asks that the department include in the syllabus (pp. 2-3) a complete listing of all goals and ELOS for the GEN Theme: Lived Environments category.  (While the goals and ELOs are on the syllabus, they appear in a somewhat altered format.) A complete and accurate listing of the Goals and ELOs for all GEN and GEL categories is available on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website.
e) The Subcommittee suggests that the unit re-phrase or eliminate the statement on “Credit hours and work expectations” (syllabus, p. 4), as its language (“direct instruction”, etc.) is not conducive to describing an in-person course.  Similarly, the suggest reviewing the “Course Materials, Fees and Technologies” section of the syllabus (pp. 4-5) to make certain that all technologies are necessary for an in-person course.
f) The Subcommittee suggests removing the final paragraph of the “Accessibility Accommodations for Students with Disabilities” statement (syllabus, p. 14), as this appears to refer to the COVID-19 pandemic.
g) The Subcommittee declined to vote on the course at this time.

3) Biology 4210 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments and 4 CH High-Impact Practice: Research and Creative Inquiry)
a) The Subcommittee commends the Center for the creation of this compelling course, and they note that it will likely be an excellent course for students in life sciences majors, minors, or certificates.  However, they do not see how this course, which is focused on undergraduate research in the life sciences, could be reimagined to center the theme of “Lived Environments” without changing the content of the course so substantially that it would essentially be a different course, and thus be of less service to the Center’s academic program as a whole.
b) The Subcommittee unanimously voted “no” on the course.

4) German 3851 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations)
a) The Subcommittee commends the department for the development of this course that brings together German studies and Law in a way that will doubtlessly enrich our students’ learning. However, they do not believe that the course, as it is currently presented, is a good fit for the GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations category.  However, they can see how the course’s topic could fit within the theme, and offer the following feedback to guide the department in amending and augmenting the course:
i) The Subcommittee asks that the language and spirit of the Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations theme more clearly be woven into the course syllabus, especially in course description (p. 1), the descriptions of major course assignments (pp. 6-7), and the course schedule (pp. 10-12).  The Subcommittee offers the friendly advice that the department may wish to consider how a student, looking at the syllabus, would see the Theme “signposted” throughout.  At this time, it is difficult to discern what culture, in particular, is being studied, what population(s) is/are being treated as the “dominant” culture and which group(s) is/are being treated as the “sub-cultures” (ELO 3.3), or what “big” idea or technological advancement is being put forth as “creating a major and long-lasting change in a specific culture” (ELO 3.2).
ii) The Subcommittee asks that the department provide additional information in the syllabus and the GEN Submission Form about how the course’s assessments are evaluating students’ mastery of the GEN goals and ELOs.  Currently, the assessments appear to be more focused on legal issues and case studies than the theme of Traditions, Cultures and Transformations.  The Subcommittee notes that the GEN Submission form connects the ELOs to course readings and materials, but (in most cases) does not explain how this will be a part of the course’s assessments.  On a related note, they are concerned that the assessments do not support the students in an “advanced, in-depth, [and] scholarly exploration” of the theme.  While they recognize that the course may be advanced as a study of intellectual property and copyright, at this time, they do not believe it demonstrates an advanced study of traditions, cultures, and transformations.
iii) [bookmark: _Hlk177764150]The Subcommittee asks that the department include in the syllabus a paragraph following the listing of the GEN goals and ELOS on p. 3 of the syllabus that explains how this course, in particular, meets the goals and ELOs of the GEN Theme: Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations category, per a requirement of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee. They offer the friendly observation that this paragraph may also help to clarify for students the role of the Theme in the course as outlined in comment “a.i” above.
b) The Subcommittee requests that the department number GEN Theme goals and ELOs (syllabus, p. 2-3) so that the connections between the goals and their attendant ELOs are clear to students.  They note that the GEN Goals and ELOs for all categories are available on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy-to-copy/paste format.
c) The Subcommittee recommends that the department update the information regarding Equity on p. 4 of the syllabus, as the email address and name of the Office of Institutional Equity have changed.  There is a new, standard statement regarding this, now titled the statement on “Creating an Environment Free from Harassment, Discrimination, and Sexual Misconduct”.  It can be found on the Office of Undergraduate Education's Syllabus Policies & Statements webpage.
d) The Subcommittee declined to vote on the course at this time

5) Chinese 4409 (new course already approved for 100% DL delivery & requesting GEN Theme Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations)  (DEPT HAS DROPPED THE PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED GEN CITIZENSHIP THEME)
a) Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department make the following changes to the syllabus and the GEN Submission Form regarding the presence of the GEN goals and ELOs in the course’s assessments:
i) The Subcommittee asks that the department augment the descriptions of the course’s assignments (syllabus, p. 11-16) to articulate how they will meet the goals and ELOs of the GEN Theme.  It should be clear to students from reading these descriptions that the theme must be central to the execution of the course’s major assignments.
ii) The Subcommittee would like to see further evidence that the assignments and assessments that are engaged with meeting ELOs 1.1-2.1 ask students to execute “critical and logical thinking”, “advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration” and synthesis of approaches to the theme.  In the syllabus’ current iteration, it is difficult to discern how students will be required to demonstrate their knowledge of the concepts of traditions, cultures, and transformations at an advanced level.  On a related note, the Subcommittee asks that the department provide more details about the number and type(s) of sources students will be required to use for the final project.  Specifically, they are interested in how the sources will reflect scholarly engagement with and an advanced study of the theme.
iii) The Subcommittee asks that the department modify the explanation of how the course meets the GEN goals and ELOs (syllabus, p. 4) to include mention of the course’s various assignments and how these will align with the goals and ELOs.  The Subcommittee offers the friendly suggestion that adding the phrase “in the final paper, students will…” or “The final presentations will require students to…”, etc. is a simple yet effective way to communicate to students when and how they will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their achievement of the ELOs.
iv) The Subcommittee asks that the department augment its responses on the GEN Submission Form to identify which assignments/assessments will meet each of the ELOs.  They note that several of the ELOs are only described as being met via topics within the course, or the possibility that students could choose a final project that would achieve one or more the ELOs.  
b) [bookmark: _Hlk211256953]Contingency: As of August 29th, 2025, all syllabi must have either a link to the statements below or these statements written out in their entirety within the syllabus (the statement(s) in bold below are missing from the current syllabus and/or incomplete/out-of-date). Syllabi should link to the Office of Undergraduate Education's Syllabus Policies & Statements webpage and/or copy-and-paste the statements from the Office of Undergraduate Education's website.
1. Academic Misconduct
2. Student Life - Disability Services
3. Religious Accommodations
4. Intellectual Diversity
[bookmark: _Hlk211256918]Instructors are also welcome to include any other standard and/or recommended syllabus statements found on the Office of Undergraduate Education's webpage which they deem relevant for their course. Please also refer to this page to ensure that the Diversity and Title IX Statements on pp. 20-21 of the syllabus (now combined into the statement on “Creating an Environment Free from Harassment, Discrimination, and Sexual Misconduct”) and all other statements are current and accurate.
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee notes and appreciates the scaffolding of the final project.  However, the Subcommittee recommends that the department make this an individual (rather than a group) project.  They note that group projects are often difficult for students to coordinate in an online environment, and that it will likely be challenging for the instructor(s) to discern whether all the members of any given group have met all the GEN goals and ELOs associated with the final project. 
d) Rehbeck, Nagar; unanimously approved with two contingencies and one recommendation.

